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Welcome to the latest edition of our Church newsletter. Usually during the 
summer months things get a bit quiet in and around the church, but this 
year seems to have been a bit different with lots going on – as you will 
see as you read over the next few pages. 
 
Whether it’s the Mission in Action team or the Craft Group, the Property 
team or the Fundraising team, the people at Cumbernauld Old have not 
been idle. Far from it! 
And, what’s more, plans are already being made for the autumn and 
beyond, including our participation in a different type of Harvest Festival 
in conjunction with the Village Community Council. There more about this 
in our centre-page spread. 
 
It is, however, worth remembering, whether we’re as busy as anything or 

simply taking time to enjoy what life has to offer, to remember that we 

worship a God who, in the words of the Psalmist, ‘neither slumbers nor 

sleeps’. We can rest assured that God watches over us, cares for us, 

loves us, by day and by night. And that is truly Good News. 

There’s an episode in the book of Exodus when the people of Israel were 

about to enter the desert wilderness and unsure of the way ahead, and it 

was here that God took the initiative: 

“The Lord went ahead of them. He guided them during the day with a pillar 

of cloud, and he provided light at night with a pillar of fire. This allowed them 

to travel by day or by night. And the Lord did not remove the pillar of cloud 

or pillar of fire from its place in front of the people.” (Exodus 13: 21 and 22) 

Wherever our travels as God’s people will take us, let us remember to 

give thanks for God’s protection and place our trust in God’s guidance.   

Do you like to read and enjoy talking to others 
about books? Then this could be just the group for 
you. We will meet monthly and each new book will 
be chosen by the members of the group.  
 
The group will be supported by the local library and 
led by Moira, one of the librarians, so there’s no 

need for anyone to buy the books unless you wish to. 
 
Where:  Cumbernauld Old Parish Church Session House 
When:  First Tuesday of every month at 2pm, starting on Tuesday 6th 
September. 
 
For more details phone (01236) 726451 or send us a message at 
Cumbernauld Old Parish Church on Facebook Messenger. 
 

 
What:    New Community Singing Group! * 
When:   WEDNESDAYS 7-8pm       Starting 7th SEPTEMBER 2022! 
Where:  Cumbernauld Old Parish Church, Cumbernauld Village 
Who:   ANYONE! 
 
All are welcome, whether you think you can sing or not! 
You don’t need to be able to read music! 
No experience necessary, come along and see what you think 
 
Why:  For the joy of it! 
 Health & Well-Being benefits, stress relieving, 
 and fun! 
 
(*Yet to be named!) 
 



 

Sacrament of Holy Communion 

 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion will be celebrated 

in the Parish Church on 

Sunday 4th September at 11.00am. 

All welcome! 

 

 
 

Mission in Action 

 
“Cumbernauld Old Parish Church aims to be  

an inclusive family of God 
where all are welcome and everyone is valued and involved. 
We aim to play an active part in the communities we serve, 

reaching out with the love and joy of Jesus Christ” 
 
In the three months since our last report, the Mission in Action group from 
Cumbernauld Old has continued to meet and plan. The main item on our 
agenda has been our participation in the Local Cluster Mission Planning 
meetings, where we have had the opportunity to engage in discussion 
with members of the four other Cumbernauld churches and members of 
Moodiesburn Parish Church.  
Each member of the COPC Mission in Action team has attended at least 
one of the six meetings which have taken place at Abronhill Parish 
Church. Three of these meetings have been led by a facilitator from 
Glasgow Presbytery.  

(continued >>) 

As yet, a Mission Plan for the local cluster of six churches has not been 
finalised, but good progress has been made in identifying both our current 
missional strengths and areas where we could work together in the future 
to address the needs of the wider cluster community. An update of our 
progress has been sent to Glasgow Presbytery and the plan will be 
agreed and finalised by the end of August with further support from our 
facilitator. Obviously, as we play our part in the life of Glasgow Presbytery, 
we are having to embrace new ideas and change, but the vision and 
values which sit at the heart of the mission statement of Cumbernauld 
Old will stay central to our missional endeavours. The Mission in Action 
group will be sharing the outcomes of the cluster discussions at the Kirk 
Session meeting on 18th August. 
Part of the work involved in preparing for the cluster meetings has been 
to develop a keener awareness of the needs of our own COPC 
community. As a result of this enhanced awareness, the Mission in Action 
Group has set up two new community activities – 
 

• A monthly book group led by local librarian, Moira. This will take 
place on the first Tuesday of each month in the Session House, 
starting on Tuesday 6th September. This will be an opportunity for 
people to enjoy fellowship and lively discussion about the ‘book of 
the month’. Moira will be making copies of each chosen book 
available via the library. 

• A weekly Community Singing group will be starting in Church on 
Wednesday 7th September and will be led by Lynn Strang, a 
professional musician, who regularly plays the organ for us in 
Church. Lynn is extremely enthusiastic about sharing her talent and 
her love of music with others and she will be encouraging all 
participants to enjoy the benefits that singing brings to our mental 
and physical well-being. Lynn will be teaching us to sing a wide 
variety of popular songs. 

 
As you can see Cumbernauld Old is stepping with confidence into a future 
as part of Glasgow Presbytery, serving the needs of our local community 
as we engage in new missional activities. Please pray for the success of 
these endeavours. Join in – we’d love to see you there! 
 

The Mission in Action Group 

 



Fundraising Update 
 

We are indebted to the ladies of the Craft Group 
and all the other volunteers who knit for us. The 
Craft Group is already looking forward to our pre-
Christmas crafting initiatives and have made a 
good start on stocking-fillers and other thoughtful 
little gifts you could give as a minding to a friend, 
child’s teacher, or a carer. 

 
Cumbernauld Old Smart Savers was relaunched in May when 
everyone attending worship had the opportunity to pick up a tube of 
Smarties to enjoy then fill with 20p coins. A box with tubes of Smarties 
is always available in the vestibule and we appreciate everyone 
continuing to hand in their tubes filled with coins.  
 
 

Musical fundraisers at Cumbernauld Old 

                 

 
We were very lucky to be offered an unexpected fundraising concert at 
the end of July when David Swan and Isa Holmgren were able entertain 
us with folk songs from Scandinavia and summer music from around 
the world, due to an unexpected change to their plans. It was a really 
lovely evening where both the music and the ‘mocktails’ were enjoyed 
by all and £120 was raised for church funds. 
 
Our August musical event is a concert on 19th August featuring music 
from Scotland, England and South America played by the Bruadar Duo, 
Kieran on Guitar and one of our talented organists Lynn on flute. 
Refreshments will be served. 
 
Later in the year we look forward to welcoming Cumbernauld Musical 
Theatre Society to a fundraising concert, and plans for a Christmas 
concert are also in the pipeline. Watch the weekly Church news-sheets 
or our social media posts for further details. 

(continued >>) 

 
 

In September an event is going to be held in the manse grounds in 
Partnership with the Dandelion Trust and organised by Lisa Snedden 
where there will be activities for children, music, plants and other stalls 
and teas and coffees. Look out for the separate article in this newsletter 
with more details. 
 
Finally, just a quick reminder that Cumbernauld Old Parish Church is 
registered with both Amazon Smile and Give As You Live. So if you are 
shopping on Amazon be sure to go in through smile.amazon.co.uk – the 
website is just the same as the ‘regular’ Amazon, but the church gets a 
percentage of any purchases you make which adds up and is sent to us 
quarterly.  
By using www.giveasyoulive.com you can then shop from many well-
known online retailers and again Cumbernauld Old will get a percentage 
from each purchase made. 
 
Thank you to everyone who has helped us support the church through 
fundraising your support is very much appreciated.  
 
 
 
 

 
Food Bank 
 
Whilst the food bank in the Session House remains closed, we at 
Cumbernauld Old continue our steadfast support of the work of 
Bethlehem House of Bread at Cornerstone Church with our regular 
donations and prayers which are much appreciated in these ever-
changing times. 
 
The recent demands on food banks everywhere are well documented. As 
energy prices are set to rise again later in the year, people will struggle 
even more. Cumbernauld Old has always stood ready to assist those in 
need and our support has never been more needed or appreciated.  
With this in mind, we hope to have a Harvest Appeal again this autumn. 
Keep an eye on the church news for details nearer the time. Heartfelt 
thanks for all your continuing support. 
 

https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/SC000877
https://www.giveasyoulive.com/join/cumbernauld-old-parish-church-of-scotland


Fairtrade  
 
As most Covid restrictions have now been lifted, a decision has been made 
to reinstate the monthly Fairtrade stall at Cumbernauld Old. Our monthly 
Fairtrade Shopping List has been a successful interim measure to keep the 
Fairtrade message alive and to allow us, during the difficulties of Covid, to 
continue to meet the criteria for Fairtrade Church status which we currently 
hold. These are to: 

• use Fairtrade tea and coffee after services and for all meetings for 
which we have responsibility. 

• move forward on using other Fairtrade products (such as sugar, biscuits 
and fruit). 

• promote Fairtrade during Fairtrade Fortnight and during the year 
through events, worship and other activities whenever possible. 

 
However, our monthly stall will provide a renewed opportunity to see a wider 
range of ethically-traded goods and to try / taste products that might become 
new favourites, as well as making an incredible difference to the lives of 
people living and working in the world’s poorest communities.  
 
Please remember to let Caroline Edwardson know if there is something you 
would like to see on the monthly stall. Gavin’s Mill, where we source our 
Fairtrade products, is happy to order any items we need. The COPC 
Fairtrade stall will resume on Sunday 28th August and thereafter will be in 
Church on the last Sunday of every month. We hope you will come and 
browse either before or after our service. 
 
Once again, your generosity, either through donations at Craft Group or by 
letting us ‘keep the change’ from your purchases, allows us to provide the 
tea, coffee and biscuits you enjoy as part of your social engagement at 
Cumbernauld Old. As always, once we have accumulated enough money 
through donations, we will also purchase ‘gifts that make a difference’ via 
Gavin’s Mill such as Midwifery Kits and seeds for crops – gifts that enhance 
the life of communities in the world in need of our missional support. 
 
The Fairtrade Group at Cumbernauld Old look forward to 
seeing you at the monthly stall, even if just to find out more 
about the difference that the Fairtrade Foundation makes to 
the life of communities in need, both near and far. 
Thank you for your continued support –  

The Fairtrade Team 

Needles and Natter Craft Group 
 

The Craft Group has been meeting regularly 
on Thursday afternoons and once again has 
played a vital part in church fundraising. We 
are currently producing a wonderful variety 
of beautifully crafted items that will go on 
sale in the run up to Christmas, that will 
make ideal stocking fillers or little ‘thinking of 
you’ gifts. Not all members of the Craft 
Group attend our Sunday services but play 

an integral role in supporting church fundraising activities and helping 
charities. Both Anne Buist and Lorna Ross crotchet beautifully and have 
shared this skill with others in the group, and as enthusiastic crafters are 
always able to help with ideas and patterns for new projects. 
 
In the late spring our thoughts turned to helping Ukraine and the ladies of 
the Craft Group, with the help of Isobel Robinson who knitted some 
beautiful dolls, made a variety of crafts which were sold for the Disasters 
Emergency Committee Appeal and £280 plus Gift Aid which brought the 
total to £350 was raised. We would also like to thank Condorrat Parish 
Church who offered us a stall free of charge at their Craft Fayre for our 
Crafts for Ukraine. 
 
The next project the ladies took on was knitting for premature babies and 
recently donated three bags of jackets, hats and mittens for the 
premature baby unit at Wishaw General who were delighted. 
 
Croy Community Hub recently appealed for knitting needles and wool to 
help start their own craft group. As we had some spares, we were able to 
pass them on and they, too, were delighted by our help. 
 
The Craft Group would also like to thank Dickson’s Garage in the Village 
for their continued support. They are always happy to have a basket of 
our items to help us support the church by fundraising. 
 
New members are always welcome, so why not join us in the Church 
Session House on Thursday afternoons from 1-3pm.  

 



Dandelion Trust 
 
The Dandelion Trust is a country-wide charity which aims to get everyone 
in the community Sowing, Growing and Sharing – not just food but ideas, 
music and knowledge. Combining growing, science, art and music, they 
want the whole of Scotland to cultivate, create and share ideas, stories 
and food. Their ambition is to re-establish Harvest as a significant annual 
cultural celebration for the whole community. 

https://dandelion.scot/ 
 
The Village Community Council is teaming up with Cumbernauld Old 
Parish Church in organising a Dandelion Trust Harvest Festival on 
Saturday 10th September in the Manse Garden from 11a.m. until 
2.30p.m. There will be a range of activities to encourage people to grow 
their own fruit, veggies in or herbs, whether it’s in a garden or a pot on a 
window ledge! We are encouraging people to bring their own picnic, 
browse the stalls, watch the demonstrations and enjoy the entertainment.  
 
Here's what’s going on: 
 

• From Trash to Treasure, a demonstration on how to upcycle 
pallets, scraps of wood and other rubbish into raised beds and 
patio planters 

• Pedal Power! Get on our blender bike and make you own fruit 
smoothie 

• Ask the Expert. Having trouble with your tomatoes or problems 
with your peas? Our resident expert will be on hand to answering 
all your gardening questions!  

• Swap Shop, being along any unwanted tools or surplus plants and 
seeds to give them another life with someone else  

• Foraged Tea, learn how to forage simple herbs and plants to 
make your own tasty herbal teas  

• Treasure Hunt, follow the clues that will take you around the 
Village and find the hidden treasure!  

• Fair Trade Shop  

• Children’s crafts and cooking activities; make bird feeders, 
decorate plant pots and take away lettuce, rocket and herbs, 
make tasty snacks, bug hunts and lots more!  

• Face painter  

• Music and entertainment  

 
In the run up to the festival we will also be offering children’s animation 
workshops on Saturday 3rd September, Willow Weaving on Sunday 4th 
September and there’s still more to be announced! 
 
Information on how to sign up will follow!  
 
You can get involved by volunteering to help on the day or help setting 
up the day before. You can have a look through your shed or garage to 
see if there any tools, seeds or plants that you no longer need that 
could be used by someone else. Keep hold of egg boxes and empty 
yoghurt pots that we will reuse for craft activities!  
 
Get in touch with Lisa Snedden on 07581 197954 for more information. 

 

https://dandelion.scot/


 

Property Report – August 2022 
 

There have been no Property Committee Meetings 
held so far during 2022. Weekly Fire Alarm testing, 
Fire Extinguisher checks and monthly Emergency 
Lighting checks have been carried out as usual by 
the Property Convener. The Property Convener 
continues to ensure any maintenance issues are 
followed up and resolved. 
 

The Manse remains empty and for insurance purposes the Property 
Convener makes twice weekly checks on the Manse to ensure it is secure 
and there are no water leaks, etc and the building continues to be 
maintained.  
 
The Manse Structural Survey was carried out by The Structural 
Partnership Ltd on Tuesday 3rd May 2022 by Mr Iain Donnachie.  
He found severe wood rot in some of the joists and floor boards in the 3rd 
Floor Bedroom above the ceiling of concern and woodworm in the wall of 
the dormer window of the bedroom. He stated he would get back to me 
within a week with a report and recommendations and provide me with 
the names of three contractors who could provide quotes for remedial 
work that would be fully guaranteed as there were a lot of cowboy 
companies around. As I had heard nothing by 23rd May 2022, I sent him 
an email message for an update and still heard nothing so I telephoned 
his office on the 26th May 2022 and the contact at the office said Iain was 
very busy and was out onsite, she said she would pass on details of my 
call to him.  
 
With reference to the Manse Structural Survey, on the 28th of June I 
received an email from Mr Iain Donnachie with an apology for not getting 
back to me sooner and stating that the report is being checked and he 
recommended three Rot Specialist Contractors who were reputable 
companies who will provide a professional service. I am reluctant to 
contact these companies until I receive a copy of his report with his 
recommendations. 

(continued >>) 

 

The Manse Garden lawns continue to be cut by Duncan Whyte, Property 
Committee member for which we are all grateful. Weedkiller has been 
sprayed on the paths around the Manse to keep them as clear as 
possible. 
 

 
 
Three of the Church Main Lighting switches in the Vestibule had to be 
replaced on 22nd July due to wear to prevent future failure. 
 
Mike Dinnes from Glasgow Presbytery arranged to meet me on 
Wednesday 4th May to look at and inspect our Church Building as part of 
the ongoing Presbytery Plan. This was carried out OK and he stated he 
would copy me in on his report to our Session Clerk and our Interim 
Moderator. To date I have heard nothing. 
 
Quotes and Listed Building Consent may need to be sought to replace 
the failing mortar on the Church walls and stairways with new Lime Mortar 
Pointing. North Lanarkshire Council Planning Department will be 
contacted to inform them on how the work will be done to replace the 
mortar and they will then inform me if I need to apply for Listed Building 
Consent to carry out the work. Further updates to follow. 
 
Finally, I would like to thank the members of the Property Committee for 
their continued support with the upkeep of the Church buildings etc. 
 

Matthew Sime 
Property Convener 



Forthcoming Musical Event 
 

The Fundraising Group is delighted to announce a musical 
event on Thursday 10th November in aid of Church funds. 
The entertainment will be provided by the Cumbernauld 
Musical Theatre Society and will take place at 7.30pm in 
the Village Church.  

 
As you know, Cumbernauld Musical Theatre Society is a hugely talented 
and successful local group. They performed recently at Cumbernauld 
Theatre to sell-out audiences who were enraptured by their production of 
‘Sunshine on Leith’.  
 
The Musical Theatre group will be singing a variety of well-known songs 
from musical theatre at their concert party fundraiser for us in November. 
Entry to the event will be by reserved ticket, but the charge will simply be 
by donation at the door on the night. All monies made after the 
performance payment to the Cumbernauld Musical Theatre Society will 
be donated to Church funds. Refreshments will be available on the night.  
 

To reserve a ticket for the event (which will be very popular 😊), please 

see / phone Caroline Edwardson (01236) 724933 or speak to any 
member of the Fundraising group. 
 
 
 

Christian Aid Week 2022 
 

We are delighted to let you know that the total 
donated by the congregation of Cumbernauld Old 
and their friends and families during Christian Aid 
Week in May was a marvellous £560.  
Many thanks to everyone for their continuing 
generosity at this difficult time. This total does not 

include money donated directly to Christian Aid, e.g. online via their 
website, etc. 

 

 

 

Looking Back… 
 
Following our Communion service on Sunday 5th June this year, we had 
a snack lunch for the congregation to mark Her Majesty the Queen’s 
Platinum Jubilee. This was in the manse grounds and was a great 
occasion for everyone to come along and catch up with one other in the 
gazebos. The sun even shone on the day! 

 
 

Boys’ Brigade 
 
The 1st Cumbernauld Boys’ Brigade company attached to Cumbernauld 
Old Parish Church meets every Thursday evening from August to May in 
the Forge Community Centre at Balloch.  
 
Back in May, after the last edition of our newsletter had gone to print, 
three of their members were awarded their Queen’s Badge, the highest 
award available in the BB, and another gained his President’s Badge.  
 
There is a tremendous amount of work and commitment required over 
many years to gain these awards, so congratulations from all at 
Cumbernauld Old to Sam Aitken, Cameron Baxter, Daniel Cruden and 
Raidon Pearson. Well done to all four of you on achieving these 
awards, we couldn’t be prouder of you! 
 



Church Register 
Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals  

(conducted at Cumbernauld Old Parish Church,  
or by the Ministry Team) 

 

April – July 2022 
 
 
Baptisms: None 
 
Weddings: None 
 

Funerals: 
 

 Date of Funeral 

  

James Smillie 24/05/22 

Christina Smillie 24/05/22 

Marion Baxter 25/06/22 

Robert Morrison 19/07/22 

Elizabeth Penn-Dunnett 20/07/22 

Nan Dyer (Elder) 21/07/22 

Isobel Osborne 25/07/22 

  

 
 

Baby Bank Appeal 
 
Cumbernauld Old Parish Church is taking part in the Fill-a-Bag Appeal 
for Cumbernauld & Kilsyth Baby Bank, so if you can help with items for 
wee ones, such as bubble bath, nappy cream, vests, socks, pyjamas, 
etc. that would be much appreciated. For older kids, we'd like items 
such as pants, socks, deodorant, shampoo, toothbrushes, etc and the 
third request is for school essentials such as pencil cases, school tights, 
white polos, white and blue shirts and blouses. Just hand them into 
Church any Sunday. Thank you!   

 

 
A Wee Contemplation over Coffee or Tea 

Many of you will be familiar with the old Sunday School song that says, “running 
over, running over, my cup’s full and running over. Since the Lord saved 
me, I’m as happy as can be, my cup’s full and running over”. In our mind 
when we first hear this, we may have a vision of a person who is always bright 
and cheery, appears to have no worries at all. Realistically, we all know by 
experience that life has ups and downs, joy and blessings are mixed with trials 
and temptations. Faith in God gives us a humble heart to ask and grace to accept 
what is given. His love for us holds no conditions, and by responding to that love, 
we allow God access to our lives. If we remain open and responsive to his 
presence this can grow into a personal relationship, enriched through prayer, 
trust and thankfulness.   
Pray, not because you want to ask God for something but simply because you 
have so much to thank Him for. 
 
 

Contact Details   

   

Interim Moderator: Rev Julie Moody JMoody@churchofscotland.org.uk 

Deacon: Valerie Cuthbertson DCS 01698 429232 

Session Clerk: Brian Smillie 01236 733510 

Clerk to the Congregational Board: Gillian MacDonald 01236 733547 

Magazine Editor: Ivar Struthers ivar.struthers@btinternet.com 

   
 

For all the 
latest 
news, 

visit our 
website 

Find us on the web at www.cumbernauldold.org.uk 

Facebook /cumbernauldold 

Twitter  @cumbernauldold 

  

Cumbernauld Old Parish Church of Scotland is a Registered Scottish Charity SCO00877 

 


