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Dear Friends 

As I write, I have been with Cumbernauld Old as Team Minister for two 

months and, only a couple of days ago, was ordained alongside my 

colleague James Gemmell. Together, we have the pleasure and privilege of 

ministering within Cumbernauld Old and Kildrum l/w (linked with) St 

Mungo’s and as part of the ministry teams within these congregations. 

Thank you for making me feel so welcome and helping me to settle in, not 

least for the wonderful social arranged for us after the service of ordination 

which was hugely appreciated! 

For those of you whom I have not yet met, my name is Fiona Crawford, 

married to Stuart, who is also the minister at Newton Mearns Parish Church, 

and mother of three young adults: Blair, Alisdair and Grace. My path to 

training for ministry has taken me from being a student at Glasgow School 

of Art, to Operational Design and Change in Finance, a career break when 

my children were small, Change Management within the Education 

Department at Renfrewshire Council, Regional Management for an arts 

organisation, consultancy for Third-Sector start-ups and Strategy Officer for 

the Presbytery of Glasgow.   

Throughout this, I was very happily involved in church life, latterly off the 

question as to whether God was also leading me into ministry. I realised 

that the only way to resolve the questions in my head was to undertake a 

period of discernment to settle the matter and so I began a discernment 

placement at Orchardhill Parish Church, mentored by Rev. Dr. Grant 

Barclay.  Each time I stepped to the next stage, I felt God’s gentle assurance 

to take another step and see where that led. 
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These steps led me to Assessment Conference and on to ministerial 
training at the University of Glasgow, alongside placements at Burnside 
Blairbeth with Rev. William Wilson, Govan and Linthouse with Rev. Eleanor 
McMahon and Pollokshaws with Rev. Roy Henderson. Having graduated 
with a Batchelor of Divinity (Hons), I then commenced my probationary 
period in the vacant charge of Carmunnock Parish Church, under the 
remote supervision of Rev. Alistair Duncan, minister of the Glasgow city 
centre congregation of St George’s Tron. Looking back, I can see how each 
of these roles and steps forward into ministry have equipped me for the 
challenging times we face together in the Church of Scotland and I give 
thanks for each of these opportunities and for the wisdom and support of 
my lecturers and supervisors. 
 

As James and I begin Team Ministry in earnest, it’s a time in the church 

calendar where we transition from remembering and looking back, to 

waiting and looking forward and, as a church, looking forward to a new 

shared future amongst Cumbernauld Old, Kildrum and St Mungo’s.  

First, however, we pause and wait to celebrate the coming of Jesus. 

The idea of waiting during Advent and the reality of life in the run-up to 

Christmas however, for some of us, can seem to be a contradiction in terms 

as we make our Christmas preparations, with all the extra events to attend 

with friends and family, the presents to buy, and the arrangements for family 

gatherings.  Often, however, it’s not an easy time of year. However much 

we want to feel festive, life has a habit of sticking to a strict business as 

usual policy and so, in amongst all the brilliant bits of life; the stuff that 

energises us, climate change rumbles away on our conscience, a friend 

hurts us deeply, we find ourselves anxious, someone we care about gets 

sick, our budget doesn’t fit our Christmas plans, there’s family tension, or 

we find ourselves in situations that we know happen all the time…but not to 

us – and yet here we are…. 

Difficult circumstances or the loss of a loved one can make it difficult to face 
festivities and, when everyone else seems to be having a great time, we 
can feel find ourselves feeling like outsiders and Christmas really doesn’t 
seem like the most wonderful time of the year. 
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But why do we put so much pressure on ourselves to make it “feel” 

Christmassy? 

Maybe it’s because we want to feel something different at this time of year.  

When it’s dark more than it’s light out there and the rain’s horizontal, we want 

to experience something more – that magical sense of life being as it’s meant 

to be – where people notice one another and care about one another, there’s 

peace on earth and all is right with the world. 

Yet, for all the romance of the carols we sing, the story of Jesus’ life also has a 

lot of dark points. When he was born, all Jews had been instructed to register 

with the authorities in the town of their birth and so Mary was forced to travel 

whilst heavily pregnant and gave birth in a space for animals with a feeding 

trough for a cot. As a toddler, he and his family fled for their lives as refugees. 

As an adult, he spent his time with people whose lives had got bent out of shape 

somewhere. He personally knew rejection, betrayal, grief, torture, abuse and 

death…and life. He knew how to enjoy himself, didn’t care much for rules and 

he brought life wherever he went. He was the kind of person who people would 

climb trees to meet, break open roofs to get to – beyond the miracles, he healed 

in all sorts of ways, restoring peace to troubled minds, bringing people back into 

community, affirming, challenging. He raged against the religious machine that 

tied people in knots instead of freeing them up…and he forgave. Jesus lived 

life in all its messiness and brought life in all its fullness. 

Jesus came and put flesh on the bones, of what it is to be human, bringing a 

fullness of life that enriches mind, body and spirit and transcends our 

circumstances. As he did so, he lit up people’s lives and blazed fiercely against 

any darkness that made people less than they were created to be. 

That light Jesus brings still shines brightly and defiantly and, no matter how 

dark it gets, it refuses to be overcome. Jesus, that lit-up life, was born into our 

messed up world which, at the same time as it’s wonderful and beautiful with 

communities of the most amazing people, it’s also cruel, ugly, isolating and 

othering but, even today, there’s Jesus, sitting with us in our darkness and 

giving us the light we need to get through. 

However you are feeling this Christmas, I pray that Jesus, the light of the world, 

shines brightly in your life – joyfully amongst all the other Christmas lights and 

fiercely, defiantly against the darkness. 

Grace and peace, 

Fiona 

Mission in Action 

Most of the focus of the Mission in Action group since our last newsletter 
has been on the Glasgow Presbytery Mission Plan. This has involved 
quite a lot of discussions, formal and informal, with members of the four 
other Cumbernauld churches and Moodiesburn Parish Church in what 
is termed our ‘cluster’. The results of these discussions were shared with 
the Kirk Session and a proposal agreed, which you can read on the page 
opposite. This is part of a process that has been going on across the 
whole Church of Scotland and we have all been working to very tight 
deadlines.  
 
With our cluster’s Mission Plan ‘signed off’ and submitted to Glasgow 
Presbytery, and subsequently the Kirk’s Faith Nurture Forum. we can 
return to thinking about missional activities at a local level, including 
those we can share with our friends at Kildrum and St. Mungo’s as we 
learn to work together and use our combined gifts and strengths to serve 
the communities in our joint parishes. We’ll also be looking to keep the 
relationships developed during our ‘cluster meetings’ alive, again with a 
view to seeing what we can do together and provide a shared witness 
to God’s presence in Cumbernauld. 
 
Since our last newsletter was published, the new Book Group has been 
established and now meets on the first Tuesday of every month in the 
Session House. The community singing group that meets in the Church 
every Wednesday has been a great success and now has a name: Arria 
Voices (cool, don’t you think?), the Craft Group has been as busy as 
ever, we continue our support for the Baby Bank and the Food Bank, 
our Harvest Appeal was again tremendously well supported, we have 
been asked to take part in a Warm Space Initiative, and our Men’s 
Group, Ladies’ Circle and Boys’ Brigade company have all resumed 
after their summer breaks. Mission in action indeed! 
 
Elsewhere in the magazine you will read about our Christmas Gift 
Service in Church on Sunday 27th November and we give thanks for the 
wonderful work being done by Bethlehem House of Bread at 
Cornerstone House. It is a privilege to be able to support them. 
 

The Mission in Action Team 



Glasgow Presbytery Mission Plan 
 

The following statement was read to our congregation on Sunday 
4th September 2022. Further updates will be issued in due course. 
 
"Over the last few months, representatives from the Kirk Session 
have been meeting with representatives from the other four 
churches in Cumbernauld plus Moodiesburn Parish Church to plan 
for the future shape of the church presence throughout the town. 
The following proposal for the shape of the congregations in 
Cumbernauld is only the first step in a long process which needs 
the approval of the Kirk Sessions, Glasgow Presbytery and 
ultimately the Church of Scotland Faith Nurture Forum. 
 
The current proposal is that the congregations of Kildrum, St 
Mungo's and Cumbernauld Old will unite. The newly-formed 
congregation will retain the sanctuaries at St Mungo's and 
Cumbernauld Old while the sanctuary at Kildrum will be disposed 
of, although its halls will be retained. The timescale is uncertain but 
it is important that congregations are kept informed if the situation. 
There is still a long way to go and much still to be decided and you 
will have the opportunity to discuss your thoughts and concerns as 
the process develops." 

 
 
Kildrum Parish Church 
 

Our friends at Kildrum Parish Church will be 
celebrating their 60th Anniversary on Sunday 11th 

December with a special anniversary service to 

which the congregation at Cumbernauld Old has 
been invited.  
Our Kirk Session has agreed to the proposal to join 
Kildrum for their special service, so please note 

there won’t be a service of worship at Cumbernauld Old that morning, 
but everyone is invited to celebrate together at the joint service at 
Kildrum at 11.00am on Sunday 11th December.  

Christmas Gift Service 
 
Our 2022 Gift Service will take place on Sunday 27th November. As in 
previous years all donations will be passed on to Bethlehem House of 
Bread at Cornerstone Church to distribute locally.  
 
This Winter is shaping up to be a very trying time for so many. It would 
be wonderful if we were able to bring some of the joy, love and hope of 
Christmas to as many people as possible by showing our concern. 
 
In these chaotic and often frightening times we can often feel helpless 
but small actions can and do make a difference both to us and those we 
support. We are invited to stand with those in need in our community 
and offer them our support as we are able. If you can help, please bring 
donations of toys, toiletries, warm winter clothing, Christmas treats or 
gift cards to the service. Compassion nurtures community and this in 
turn benefits us all.  

 
The remarkable support for these appeals shown by the congregation 
over the years has always been greatly appreciated but never more so 
than in these uncertain times. 
 
John's Gospel Chapter 13 verses 34 & 35 urges us quite clearly but 
simply, in the words of Jesus: 

 
“And now I give you a new commandment: love one another.  
As I have loved you, so you must love one another.  
If you have love for one another, then everyone will know that 
you are my disciples.” 
 

  



 

Sacrament of Holy Communion 

 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion will be celebrated 

in Cumbernauld Old Parish Church on 

Sunday 4th December at 11.00am. 

All welcome! 

 
 

Harvest Festival 
 

After some delay, the Harvest Festival took place 
on the 1st of October. There were a huge range of 
activities for families to enjoy: arts and crafts, Fair 
Trade stall, circus skills, treasure hunt around the 
village, a recycled raised bed making 
demonstration, a historic Village photo exhibition, 
animation workshops and all accompanied by 

David Swan providing the musical entertainment!  

 
I would like to thank all of the volunteers who helped during the run up to 
the festival and on the day itself. These events are hard work and could not 
go ahead without the generosity of volunteers. From helping to set up, 
serving teas and coffees and manning the stalls you all did a fantastic job. 
We had around 120 people attend and we have received excellent 
feedback. We hope to be able to run more events next year, so watch this 
space.  
 
Lisa Snedden 
Chair, Cumbernauld Village Community Council 

Church Register 
Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals  

(conducted at Cumbernauld Old Parish Church,  
or by the Ministry Team) 

 

August – November 2022 
 
Baptisms: Layla Jane Lowrie  06/11/22 

 
Weddings: None 
 

Funerals: 
 

 Date of Funeral 

  

Karen Stevenson 15/08/22 

Agnes Collins 24/08/22 

Jean Loran 10/10/22 

Alexander (Sandy) Cormack 13/10/22 

  

 
New Member by Profession of Faith: 
 
Ainsley Jane Lowrie 06/11/22 
 
 
Rev Elspeth McKay 
 

A wee bit of news about our previous minister.  
Rev. Elspeth McKay will be leaving her current post as minister at Paisley 
Abbey to become the first Presbytery Clerk of the new Presbytery of the 
North East and the Northern Isles, based at the Presbytery Office in 
Aberdeen. 
The new Presbytery will be formed in January 2023 and includes Orkney, 
Shetland, Moray, Buchan, Gordon, Aberdeen and Kincardine and Deeside. 
That will no doubt keep her on her toes! 
 
Everyone at Cumbernauld Old wishes Elspeth well in her new role. 



Needles and Natter Craft Group 
 

The Craft Group has been meeting regularly 
on Thursday afternoons and once again 
have played a vital part in Church 
fundraising, and over the last few months 
producing a wonderful variety of beautifully 
crafted items which are now on sale in the 
run-up to Christmas. These will make ideal 
stocking fillers or little ‘thinking of you’ gifts. 

 
Not all members of the Craft Group attend our Sunday worship services 
but play an integral role in supporting Church fundraising activities and 
helping charities as well as knitting, crocheting and crafting for their own 
families and friends. One of their continuing projects has been knitting 
for premature baby units.  
 
The Craft Group would like to thank everyone who donates wool, 
needles and patterns to the group which is always appreciated.  
 
New members are welcome to join us in the Church Session House on 
Thursday afternoons from 1–3pm.  
 
 
 

Cumbernauld and Kilsyth Baby Bank 
 

Over the past few weeks, we have been collecting 
items for the baby and clothing bank.  
They put out an appeal for fleecy blankets, oodies 
and brand-new underwear, socks & pyjamas.   
Good quality used baby and children’s clothing is 
needed too, as well as baby shampoo, deodorants, 
soaps, toothbrushes and toothpaste.  
The Baby Bank is very grateful for our generous 
donations which help local families and carers.  

Property Report October 2022 
 
While there haven’t been any meetings of the Property Committee held 
during 2022 so far, weekly fire alarm testing, fire extinguisher checks 
and monthly emergency lighting checks have been carried out as usual 
by the Property Convener. The Property Convener continues to ensure 
any maintenance issues are followed up and resolved. 
 
The Manse remains empty and for Insurance purposes the Property 
Convener makes twice weekly checks on the Manse to ensure it is 
secure and there are no water leaks etc and the building continues to 
be monitored and maintained.  
 
The Manse Structural Survey was carried out by The Structural 
Partnership Ltd in May 2022 by Mr Iain Donnachie. He found severe 
wood rot in some of the joists and floor boards in the 3rd Floor bedroom 
above the ceiling of concern and wood worm in the wall of the dormer 
window of the bedroom. To date I have not received a report from him 
detailing his findings and recommendations. 
 
I have contacted two wood rot specialist contractors to carry out an initial 
inspection of the Manse to enable them to provide me with a quote to 
carry out a Disruptive Investigation to determine the remedial costs to 
alleviate the problem. The Finance Committee decided to accept the 
quote from one contractor as they were to be less disruptive to the 
building fabric of the Manse and after discussions with Mike Dinnes from 
Glasgow Presbytery in relation to the nature of the work required. They 
are due to visit the Manse in November for their inspection. 
 
Church furniture stored in St Mungo’s Church, i.e. a communion table, 
Clavinova organ, lecterns and other items, have been picked up and 
other than the Clavinova have been placed in storage in the Manse. The 
Organ is now in the Church. 
 
On 25th October Dents the Plumbers will again carry out the Annual 
Service to the two Church gas boilers and the Manse gas boiler etc. 
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Mike Dinnes arranged to meet me in early May to look at and inspect 
our Church building as part of the ongoing Presbytery Plan. This was 
carried out OK and he stated he would copy me in on his report to our 
Session Clerk and our Moderator. To date, however, I have heard 
nothing further. 
 
Finally, I would like to thank the members of the Property Committee for 
their continued support with the upkeep of the Church buildings etc. 
 
Matthew Sime 
Property Convener 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Welcome Space Initiative 
 
In partnership with Cornerstone and the Village Community Council, we 
have been invited by North Lanarkshire Council to participate in setting up 
a ‘welcome space’ for local residents from November 2022 to March 2023. 
 
The Council will provide all the funding necessary and propose to open the 
small hall in The Wynd every Thursday from 12.30 – 14.30 to serve soup 
and sandwiches provided by Cornerstone and, if possible, re-open from 
16.00 – 18.00 to offer an early evening snack. It will be a place where people 
can enjoy some company and come together to “seat, eat and heat”. 
 
Details have still to be finalised, but for it to go ahead it needs the help of 
the wider community; it needs men and women to volunteer to staff the 
sessions. Hopefully, enough people will come forward to make up a rota so 
that the commitment does not become too much of a burden. It's not too 
late to get involved. The more help we have the better. If you want more 
details please speak to Elizabeth (tel. 01236 726451). 

A Wee Contemplation Over Coffee or Tea 
 

‘Gifts’ 
 

How silently, how silently 
The wondrous gift is given 

So God imparts to human hearts 
The blessings of His heaven 
No ear may hear His coming 

But in this world of sin 
Where meek souls will receive him still 

The dear Christ enters in 
 

God’s love for us was so great that he sent Jesus, his only 
Son, into this world. Jesus came into this world as a baby, 
made in our own image, born into difficult circumstances. 
Mary and Joseph were unmarried, left Nazareth and travelled 
to Bethlehem on a donkey, and were uncertain of where or 

when Mary would give birth. They ended up in a stable which was dirty, 
filled with the animals that lived there. It was cold, dark, there were no clean 
sheets, no hot water, just hard ground covered with straw which was 
probably didn’t smell nice. This is how we received him.   
 
God made a way for him to be accepted among his people by bringing him 
into this world as a vulnerable baby who grew up serving his people all of 
his life; his 33 years. He was the greatest gift of all and he remained 
obedient to God, his Father throughout his time on earth. He frequently 
withdrew from the crowds, even his own disciples at times, to spend time 
alone in prayer with God.   
This time spent in prayer was crucial, since it enabled him to carry out God’s 
Will and Purpose for his people. 
 
When Jesus was nearing the end of his life on earth, he knew what lay 
ahead and yet he remained obedient. He knew he had to go to Jerusalem, 
he knew that he would be betrayed and he knew he would die. He tried to 
prepare his disciples, teaching and telling them what would happen, that 
they would carry on with His work when he was no longer there.  
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He said he would leave them; would not live among them, but God would 
send another, a Comforter, a Guide, who would show them and help them: 
the Holy Spirit. 
 
The Holy Spirit is available for all of us if we are open to receive it through 
a relationship with Jesus. The Holy Spirit may pass certain gifts onto 
believers, which should always be used for the benefit of others. There are 
various gifts, which are explained clearly in 1 Corinthians, verse 12. To 
mention a few, examples of these gifts; the gift of knowledge, the gift of 
understanding, the gift of prophesy, the gift of piety, and God discerns which 
gifts are suited best to each individual. 
 
Also in the First Letter to the Corinthians it is illustrated that while we are all 
different parts of one body, when we are baptised by the Holy Spirit, we all 
become one body. We all have the same spirit of God within us. This spirit 
of God alone enables us to carry out God’s Will and purpose for this world. 
We are called to serve others, like Jesus, and what a wonderful privilege to 
have. 
 
The greatest gift of Christmas, does not lie beneath a tree, 
He lay within a cradle and He lives for you and me 

(JG) 
 
 
 
 

Food Bank  
 
We continue to support Bethlehem House of Bread throughout the year. 
Donations are always welcome and there’s a box in the Church vestibule 
where they can be placed. 
 
Suggested donations include: 

• Tins, jars or packets of spaghetti, beans, meat balls, stew, ravioli, 
cold meat, hot dogs, pasta, soup, sauces, fruit, custard, rice, 
carrots, peas, etc; 

• Biscuits, jam, meat paste; 

• Toiletries, including shower gel, soap, shampoo and deodorant. 
 
Your continued support is greatly appreciated. 

Musical fundraisers at Cumbernauld Old 
 

We were very lucky to be offered an event by Cumbernauld 
Musical Theatre Society Concert Party on the 10th of 
November and are looking forward to our next one on 
Tuesday the 13th of December led by Lynn Strang and 
David Swan, with guest appearance by Arria Voices, our 

new singing group, and possibly other surprise guests of which more 
later. There might even be mulled fruit punch and Christmas nibbles at 
the interval.  
 
Finally, just a gentle reminder that Cumbernauld Old Parish Church is 
registered with both Amazon Smile and Give As You Live. So if you are 
shopping on Amazon be sure to go in through smile.amazon.co.uk – the 
website is just the same as the ‘regular’ Amazon, but the church gets a 
percentage of any purchases you make which adds up and is sent to us 
quarterly. By using www.giveasyoulive.com you can then shop from 
many well-known online retailers and again Cumbernauld Old will get a 
percentage from each purchase made. 
 
Thank you to everyone who has helped us support the church through 
fundraising; your support is very much appreciated. 
 
 
 

Harvest Appeal 
 

On Sunday 2nd October we held our 
annual Harvest Appeal. Once again, the 
congregation and local community 
responded with wonderful generosity. The 
Harvest table was laden. All donations 
were passed to Bethlehem House of Bread 
at Cornerstone to distribute locally. These 
gifts will help those who are struggling in 
these very difficult times.  

It's much more than the actual donations though – it’s about giving hope, 
a precious gift which can also sustain folk when they know they matter 
within our community. Thank you for all your support. 
  

https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/SC000877
https://www.giveasyoulive.com/join/cumbernauld-old-parish-church-of-scotland


We are indebted to the ladies of the Craft Group 
and all the other volunteers who knit for us. The 
Craft Group produced a great variety of stocking 
fillers and other thoughtful little gifts you could give 
as a minding to a friend, child’s teacher, a carer, 
including some really lovely items made by 

Dorothy Roberts, including wallets with hand sanitising wipes and 
decorated little wallets containing a tea bag and a biscuit or a lip salve 
which have been on sale since late October.  
 
You can place your order on our Facebook Messenger page or phone 
(01236) 726451. You can also pick these up at the Session House on 
Thursdays from 1–3pm or Sundays 12 noon–1.00pm or we could 
arrange delivery within Cumbernauld. We would also like to thank 
Dickson’s Garage in the Village who are always happy to have a basket 
of our items, continuing to help us support the church by fundraising.  
 

 
At the time of writing, we have Christmas Cards on sale at £4 per pack 
(pictured below). Speak to Janice Smillie if you haven’t got yours yet. 
 
 

We also relaunched our Cumbernauld Old Smart 
Savers earlier in the year, when everyone attending 
worship had the opportunity to pick up a tube of 
Smarties to enjoy then fill with 20p coins. There’s a 
box with tubes of Smarties always available in the 
vestibule of the Church and we appreciate everyone 
continuing to hand in Smartie tubes filled with coins.  

Team Ministry Information - November 2022 
 
As you may know, Fiona Crawford and James Gemmell have been 
appointed as our Team Ministers over the next few months. Fiona started 
on 1 September and James Gemmell joined her on 1 November. The 
following information gives some insight into their roles. 
 
What is Team Ministry? 

Team ministry means that, where a congregation would 
normally have a single minister who may collaborate with 
other local ministers, James and Fiona will be working 
closely together across the three 
congregations, sharing skills and expertise 
as they support St Mungo’s, Kildrum and 
Cumbernauld Old to move forward together. 
Therefore, although Fiona is the primary 

Team Minister for Cumbernauld Old and James the primary 
Team Minister for Kildrum l/w St Mungo’s, they are shared 
across the parishes. 
 
Are they 'proper' ministers? 
Yes, Fiona and James are fully qualified Ministers of Word and Sacrament 
and were ordained on 3 November 2022, allowing them to administer the 
sacraments from that point onwards. Although they are newly qualified, they 
bring with them significant experience of the church and of the business 
world prior to commencing their training. 
 
Who is responsible for what? 
Revs. William Wilson and Julie Moody will remain as Interim Moderators 
for Kildrum l/w St Mungo’s and Cumbernauld Old respectively and will be 
responsible for moderating the Kirk Sessions, ensuring administrative and 
governance-related matters are attended to appropriately and will liaise with 
the Team Ministers. 
James and Fiona are primarily responsible for developing strong inter-
congregational relationships as the three congregations work together to 
develop what their shared future will look like.  
As Team Ministers, they will also have overall responsibility for 
congregational development, outreach, worship and pastoral care, working 
closely with the existing staff and volunteers who share responsibility for 
these roles, and will attend and contribute to various meetings and events 
as appropriate.  (Photos courtesy of Kathryn Ross, used with permission) 



Introducing… Arria Voices!!!! 
(Thank you to Janice Smillie for suggesting this as the name for our new 
group!) 

 
The new Community Singing Group, now named ‘Arria Voices’, started 
in September and continues to go from strength to strength! 
There is a currently a core membership of around 30 members, many 
of whom are from the congregation at Cumbernauld Old. New members 
are most welcome and encouraged to come along and try us out. We 
are an inclusive and friendly group, all are welcome. There is no 
audition, no requirement to read music or to have sung in a choir / group 
before. The group is for the community and aims to provide a safe, 
encouraging and respectful space for people to express themselves and 
connect with others. 
 
I hope that this community group will grow in time to include some inter-
generational activities, and will continue to strive to be inclusive and 
accessible. 
 
We currently meet in the church, with a nominal, voluntary donation of 
£1 per week. The church building is generously made available to us, 
so we want to contribute to the costs of electricity and heating for our 
rehearsal. Huge thanks are in order to members of the Kirk Session who 
have helped set up this group, continuing to support the running of it in 
various ways (not least the photocopying!). I couldn’t do this without you. 
 
I am most grateful to the church enabling this to take place. I am also 
grateful to all involved in organising the return of the Clavinova to the 
church for use at the group. This has been a fantastic asset for us, and 
is much appreciated. It is a welcome addition to weekly worship on 
occasion as well! 
 
We have been singing in harmony, in different languages and have 
already made our first recording (on my phone, but still… !) 
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We are preparing for our debut performance at the church Christmas 
concert on Tuesday 13th December at 7.30pm. 
The concert will not only feature Arria Voices; we are thrilled that local 
musician David Swan (and friends) will perform at the concert. David has 
been a wonderful asset, giving generously of his time and talents to the 
benefit of the group while he is in Scotland. 
 

Arria Voices is one of the highlights of my week, I am delighted that so many 
choose to join me every week, and it fills my heart with joy when people 
sing together! Wrong notes and mistakes do not matter, so long as you all 
leave with a smile then it’s all worthwhile :) 
 
New members are always welcome, so please join us from 7–8pm on 
Wednesday evenings in Cumbernauld Old Parish Church. 
 
We hope you will all come to support Arria Voices at the Christmas Concert, 
it will be a wonderful evening of music, with audience participation carols & 
songs as well. 
 
Lynn Strang 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Do you like to read and enjoy talking to 
others about books? Then this could be just 
the group for you, we meet on the first 
Tuesday of the month at 2pm in the Session 
House. The group is supported by the local 
library and led by Moira, one of the 
librarians, who brings copies of the book for 
everyone.  

Our first two books were The Midnight Library by Matt Haig and 
The Burning Girls by C. J. Tudor. The next meeting will be on 
Tuesday 6th December. We’d love you to join us. 



Advent and Christmas at Cumbernauld Old 
 
On Sunday 27th November we will hold our Rainbow Service at 3pm in the 
Parish Church. This short service is designed to allow people who have 
been bereaved, recently or some time ago, to remember and reflect and 
leave the ‘busy-ness’ of Christmas behind for a while. All welcome. 
 
It’s a welcome return for the ecumenical Festival of Light service. This will 
take place on Sunday 11th December at 7.30pm in St. Mungo’s Parish 
Church. 
 

Our Christmas Eve service this year will be a family 
service, to which people of all ages are welcome, starting 
at 6.00pm in the Parish Church. That’s on Saturday 24th 
December, of course! 
 
As Christmas Day and New Year’s Day fall on a Sunday, 
our worship services at the usual time of 11.00am on both 

days will have a slightly more relaxed feel to them. Hope you can join us! 
 
Here’s how the calendar looks: 
 

Sunday 27th November 11.00am Gift Service 

   3.00pm Rainbow Service 

Sunday 4th December 11.00am Sacrament of Holy Communion 

Sunday 11th December 11.00am Joint Service at Kildrum  

   7.30pm Festival of Light, St Mungo’s  

Tuesday 13th December   7.30pm Christmas Concert 

Sunday 18th December 11.00am Morning Worship 

Saturday 24th December   6.00pm Christmas Eve Family Service 

Sunday 25th December 11.00am Worship for Christmas Day 

Sunday 1st January 11.00am New Year’s Day Worship 

 
 
The above details are correct at the time of going to print. Please check our website or 
Facebook page for up-to-date information nearer the time. 
 
 

 

Contact Details   

   

Interim Moderator: Rev Julie Moody JMoody@churchofscotland.org.uk 

Team Ministers: Rev Fiona Crawford FCrawford@churchofscotland.org.uk 

  tel: 0141 239 2140 / mob: 0780 185 5314 

 Rev James Gemmell james.gemmell@churchofscotland.org.uk 

  0750 359 2031 

Deacon: Valerie Cuthbertson DCS 01698 429232 

Session Clerk: Brian Smillie 01236 733510 

Clerk to the Congregational 
Board: 

Gillian MacDonald 01236 733547 

Magazine Editor: Ivar Struthers ivar.struthers@btinternet.com 

   
 

For all the latest 
news, visit our 

website 

Find us on the web at www.cumbernauldold.org.uk 

Facebook /cumbernauldold 

Twitter  @cumbernauldold 

  

Cumbernauld Old Parish Church of Scotland is a Registered Scottish Charity SCO00877 

 


