
24 November 2022 

Dear Friends, 

This has been a roller coaster of a year. With the end of COVID, we have returned to some 

kind of ‘normality’ although many are still observing the lockdown protocols. Since Easter 

we have been kept busy with a variety of activities and projects. 

Sandra’s work on supporting the orphans’ project at Mamelodi is continuing in a 

deteriorating situation. With your support, she continues to work with our retired elder 

Violet Mashao, to meet the basic needs of these children, getting them into school where 

possible and providing some kind of Christmas for them. The congregation is reduced after 

COVID with many members not returning to worship which also means reduced offerings 

and a reduced capacity to engage in and support care projects. Despite this the work 

continues so that these children might have some kind of future. Sandra’s work in language 

editing has been quite busy she has an increasing clientele of students and staff members 

using her services. 

Life at St Andrew’s, Pretoria has been busy too. Members have been slow to return to 

worship but we are doing quite well. The congregation is becoming younger and this is 

encouraging. A youth group has been formed and is active in worship. The minister, Zwai 

had several family bereavements, so Graham stepped in to provide cover. We have now 

reduced Zoom services to those who are genuinely unable to attend services. We hosted 

the recent Presbytery meeting and returned to face-to face meetings. Graham and Zwai 

have been becoming more involved, Zwai as Minutes Clerk and Graham as Convener of the 

Doctrine, Ethics, Manual and Discipline Committee. 

Graham has been involved in a number of speaking engagements – with Zwai at a 

Presbytery in an Eldership training seminar and a session with our probationer ministers on 

‘Reflections on Reformed Spirituality and Practice’. Then he was invited to give an address 

on ‘Leadership’ to the opening session of the Ethiopian Church in South Africa. Interestingly 

most of the interaction came from the women present - possibly because they have most to 

gain from any changes in the leadership structures that he outlined. Some of them already 

hold leadership positions in their work situations. 

The situation at St Augustine’s College has led to the sale of the buildings and a decision to 

move to online post-graduate programmes, although the Board of Directors is considering a 

proposal from the Senate to reinstate the Bachelor of Theology programme. Graham now 

represents the Senate on the Board of Directors. The college will function from nearby 

rented church accommodation. 

Life continues busily with Graham’s other commitments. He has done one site visit 

(virtually) for the Council on Higher Education. Work with the National Research Foundation 

is ongoing at this time of rating process for academics in Religious Studies and Theology. We 

have just come to the year end at the Baptist College, the college having celebrated its 75th 

anniversary recently. 



We paid a brief visit to the UK at the end of October to see our family and celebrate an early 

‘Christmas’ while air fares were a bit cheaper. The weather wasn’t too bad – just like South 

Africa, for our rains had come and the temperatures were cool. It was sad to see the UK had 

deteriorated politically and economically into a state similar to that of South Africa. If you 

are sceptical about this comment, our son David spent 24 hours at the Emergency 

Department at a hospital in Surrey yesterday and today with a friend who needed to be 

admitted. After a lengthy wait the allocated bed went to surgery with a patient. David 

ended up doing the work of an auxiliary nurse – and that was before strikes began! Thanks 

to these wonderful professionals! 

 

Perhaps you can pray the Prayer for Africa substituting United Kingdom for Africa? 

God bless Africa 

Protect our children, 

Transform our leaders, 

Heal our communities 

Restore our dignity, 

And give us peace 

For Jesus Christ’s sake. 

 

Best wishes for Christmas and the New Year! 

 

Graham & Sandra 

 

 

 


